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Message from the President/CEO
Boone and Crockett Club
2007 Annual Report

The Annual Report is a report card to the members and
supporters of the Mission of the Boone and Crockett Club. I hope
you will be pleased with the progress being made through the
efforts of the Club’s directors, officers, committees, and staff.
We have expanded many of the programs and the related
increased financial expenditures are a consequence of these efforts.
The financial condition of the Club is sound. Major funding is
being supplied through dues, contributions, Endowment income
and licensing revenue.
The net assets of the Club and Foundation stand at $16.0
million up $1.1 million from the previous year. Our goal to build
the Endowment to $20 million remains intact. Within the past
two years the Endowment has grown by $2.4 million to a total
of $9.4 million.
I look forward to moving on to my next assignment – as I
join the ranks of immediate past president. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve.
Sincerely,
C. Robert Palmer
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND
CONSERVATION POLICY
COMMITTEES

As we put together this report for the
important work accomplished by these
committees over the past year, we learned we
are on the cusp of historic achievements that
are a direct result of hard work and dedication
of Club members.

RIGHT: The Sporting
Conservation Council met
at the Club’s headquarters
in Missoula, Montana, in
August 2006. The council
includes representatives
from several sportsmen’s
groups such as Boone
and Crockett Club, Ducks
Unlimited, National Rifle
Association, National
Wild Turkey Federation,
North American Grouse
Partnership,
Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, and Safari
Club International. The
majority of the Councils
members are also Boone
and Crockett Club
regular and professional
members.
OPPOSITE: The central part of TR’s Elkhorn Ranch
lies between the north and south units of Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, which total 70,447 acres. This
is the viewshed across the Little Missouri River from
the park’s third unit, a 218-acre parcel that preserves
the site of the Elkhorn’s former ranch house, barns,
corrals, and other structures. The North Unit of the
Theodore Roosevelt National Park and the Little
Missouri River are pictured in the background.
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THE ELKHORN RANCH

On September 15, 2007, prominent government
officials and representatives of private conservation
groups—led by the Boone and Crockett Club—
commemorated the U.S. Forest Service’s historic purchase
of the 5,200-acre Eberts Ranch, including 18,350-acre
grazing rights on the Dakota Prairie Grasslands. The
event included a program and dinner at the Burning Hills
Amphitheater in Medora, North Dakota. The purchase
of the ranch protects the viewshed of Roosevelt’s Elkhorn
Ranch without withdrawing the land from its original
purpose of raising cattle. Dickinson State University
hosted a Theodore Roosevelt Symposium to coincide with
the dedication events.
The Club owes this achievement to Lowell Baier,
Executive Vice President. Baier has worked tirelessly for
30 months to secure this historic arrangement. This is
an achievement of which all members can be proud. Our
unique relationship with the Bush Administration and
wildlife management agencies in Washington helped pave
the way for this to become a reality.
In 2005 the Bush Administration requested that
the Boone and Crockett Club facilitate the federal
government’s acquisition of
TR’s 23,550-acre Elkhorn
Ranch. During the last
30 months, Baier worked
collaboratively with the
U.S. Forest Service, in
particular Undersecretary
Mark Rey, Deputy
Undersecretary Melissa
Simpson, and former
Director of External Affairs
at the U.S. Department of
the Interior Kit Kimball,
and other government
representatives. Together,
they developed and
implemented a plan to
secure the 23,550 acres,
and settlement occurred on
April 25, 2007.
During the three-plus
years spent at the Elkhorn
and elsewhere in the West,
Theodore Roosevelt conceived his vision of conservation,
i.e. wise and careful use of the nation’s natural resources.

SPORTING CONSERVATION COUNCIL

The Sporting Conservation Council, which was
created by former Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton,
has made wonderful headway on issues pertaining to the
conservation community. Most important was that on
August 16, 2007, President George W. Bush issued an

Location Map of
Eberts Ranch Acquisition
Eberts’ Acquisition Boundary
Private Land
National Grasslands (USFS)
Theodore Roosevelt National Park
Bureau of Land Management
State Lands

Eberts Ranch
Acquisition Site
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THE JOHN SMITH WATER TRAIL
IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

The establishment of the John Smith Water Trail
in the Chesapeake Bay is the result of efforts by B&C
Professional Member Pat Noonan, who is also chairman
emeritus of The Conservation Fund.
In 2006, Noonan worked with Congressional
delegations and the governors of all five states within
the Chesapeake watershed to push for the creation of the
John Smith Water Trail, the first national water trail to
be created in America. Under the National Trails System
Act of 1968, Congress granted congressional authority to
establish national federal trails such as the Appalachian
Trail and the Continental Divide Trail. No water trail
had ever been established under the 1968 Act.
After failing to pass in two earlier sessions of
Congress, the John Smith Water Trail was signed into
law on December 19, 2006, exactly 400 years to the day
John Smith departed England for the New World.
The bill lays the groundwork for the next 100 years
of work needed to revitalize Chesapeake Bay, which is
the largest estuary in the United States.
LEFT: The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is leading
a partnership to develop
“smart buoys” to guide
adventurers along the Captain
John Smith Chesapeake
National Historic Trail. These
state-of-the-art, interactive
buoys are currently accessible via the internet and
cellular phones. The buoys provide important cultural,
geographic and historical information while transmitting
real-time scientific data for research and education. The
first interpretive buoy was launched in May near the
mouth of the James River. BELOW: Captain John Smith’s
remarkably accurate map guided the English settlement of
the Chesapeake Bay.

Executive Order directing federal agencies to take steps to
improve hunting and wildlife management.
This was a direct result of recommendations Boone
and Crockett Club members made to the president during
their meeting with him in March 2007 and of followup recommendations made by the Council. Now, these
recommendations will be put into action.
The executive order directs that within one year a
White House Conference on North American Wildlife
Policy convene to develop a strategy to improve wildlife
management and hunting in America. The order also
calls for a comprehensive ten-year Recreational Hunting
and Wildlife Conservation Plan to improve hunting
opportunities and management of game species and their
habitats.
The Sporting Conservation Council has already
held some preliminary planning meetings regarding the
White House Conference on North American Wildlife
Policy, which will be held in 2008. Honorary Life Member
Steve Mealey is providing the Bush Administration with
recommendations on the content, format, and execution
of the executive order.

AMERICAN WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION PARTNERS (AWCP)

The AWCP is comprised of the 40 leading national
outdoors organizations. At its annual meeting in Texas
this past August, the participants focused upon challenges
identified in Wildlife for the 21st Century, Volume II,
as well as current natural-resource policy issues being
debated in Washington, D.C.
Some of the issues discussed at the AWCP annual
meeting, chaired by B&C professional member Kirby
Brown, included:
n Ensuring that the strongest possible conservation efforts
are included in the reauthorization of the Farm Bill;
n Examining energy development and
wildlife issues in both administration
and possible Congressional actions;
n Identifying access issues and concerns
for public lands hunting and
recreational shooting, and;
n Interpreting Clean Water Act issues
and possible Congressional action in
the wake of several Supreme Court
decisions.

WILDLIFE PARTNERS NETWORK

The Boone and Crockett Club joined
with several other conservation-hunting
organizations to create the Wildlife
Partners Network (WPN) in 1996.
The mission of the network is to
promote inter-group communication on
any federal issue that relates to wildlife
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Boone and Crockett Club presented President Bush with the Excellence in Habitat award for his personal stewardship
of his Prairie Chappel Ranch in Crawford, Texas. Pictured with the President from the left are Doug Eck (artist), Boone
and Crockett Club members Paul V. Phillips, Jeffrey S. Crane, C. Robert Palmer (current B&C President), Daniel A.
Pedrotti (B&C President 1998-2000), Congressman Donald E. Young, Robert Model (B&C President 2003-2005), Lowell
E. Baier (B&C Executive Vice President), Stephen P. Mealey, and M. Timothy Wigley.

management. Each partner decides whether to take action
on a given issue, and no partner speaks on behalf of other
Partners. On issues of mutual interest some or all partners
develop and implement strategies that may resolve a
given issue, but this activity does not occur in the name
of WPN.
B&C Professional Member Dr. Steve Williams, who
is also president of the Wildlife Management Institute, is
the Club’s eyes and ears in Washington, and the Club’s
liaison with WPN. Williams reports on an as-needed basis
on developing issues, as well as within his quarterly Fair
Chase “Capital Comments” column.

EXCELLENCE IN HABITAT AWARD

In March 2007 the Boone and Crockett Club had the
extraordinary opportunity to meet with President Bush
for 45 minutes when the Club presented him with the
Excellence in Habitat award for his personal stewardship
of his Prairie Chappel Ranch in Crawford, Texas.
Attending the meeting for the Club were Bob

Model, Bob Palmer, Dan Pedrotti, Steve Mealey, Jeff
Crane, Congressman Don Young, Tim Wigley, Paul
Phillips, and Lowell Baier. The members talked to the
President about the importance of having a conference
to examine and re-evaluate wildlife and natural resource
issues. The precedent for this recommendation was the
1908 Governor’s Conference, endorsed by our founder
Theodore Roosevelt; the 1930 Wildlife and Natural
Resource Conference, led by Club member Aldo
Leopold; and the 1973 Conference, led by Club member
Durward Allen.
The president understood the importance of what
the Club recommended, and he subsequently issued an
August 16, 2007, executive order (described above)
directing federal agencies to take steps to improve
hunting and wildlife management.
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PUBLICATIONS

The Club’s Publications Program serves as a vehicle
to disseminate the Club’s mission, vision, and goals to our
membership, as well as the general hunter-conservationist
public. This past year, more than 55 percent of our
publications were sold to non-members through
bookstores, outdoor retailers, and other specialty shops
and web sites. This aspect of our trade book distribution
helps us educate the outdoor public about the activities,
vision, and history of the Club.
Three new titles were released in FY 2007 — 2008
Big Game Trophy Calendar (May 2007), Legendary
Hunts (September 2006), and A Whitetail Retrospective:
Vintage Photographs and Memorabilia from the Boone
and Crockett Club Records Archives (November 2006).
These three titles accounted for just under 40 percent
of the total publications’ sales revenue the Club
realized in FY 2007 of $163,771.
The Publications Program also produced a new
full-size color poster featuring all of the current World’s
Records recognized by the Club’s North American Big
Game Records Committee.
This past year the Club distributed a total of 11,898
books. Other than our three new titles mentioned above,
our top-selling back-list titles included Records of North
American Big Game, 12th Edition, Boone and Crockett
Club’s Field Guide to Measuring and Judging Big Game, as
well B&C’s 2007 calendar.
The Publications Committee
and staff spent
the latter part
of FY 2007
assisting the Big
Game Records
Committee with
the 26th Big Game
Awards Program.
Publications’ staff
worked closely
with the Records
Department in the
development of the
logo, graphics, marketing
materials, and planning
for the event, which was held
in Fort Worth, Texas, in June 2007.
Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th Big
Game Awards book is the tangible
outcome of this program. The

development and editorial for this new title began in FY
2007 and will be available in September 2007.
Looking to the future, the Club’s Publications
Program is working on research and development for
several new titles to be published in the FY 2008 and
beyond. Every effort is being made to broaden the scope
of the Club’s editorial products to balance the message
our publications convey to our members and the public.
Two new titles have been selected for publication:
Hunting the American West by Richard Rattenbury (Fall
2008), and Living on the Edge by Dale E. Toweill and
Valerius Geist (2009).
Hunting the American West was written and compiled
by Richard Rattenbury, the curator of history at the
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Hall of Fame
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Hunting the American
West will be a thoroughly illustrated, narrative history of
big-game hunting in the nineteenth-century American
West. The narrative will draw extensively on the writings
of original participants and observers of the subject.
The book is intended as a straightforward, historical
presentation. While it presumes solid scholarship, the
book is intended for a popular audience.
Living on the Edge will be the first book to summarize
the state of knowledge of the Rocky Mountain goat.
Despite the interest in mountain goats, no book currently
summarizes the facts of their life and management for
either a popular or a scientific audience. This will be a
full-color, coffee-table style book and companion piece to
Toweill’s and Geist’s Return of Royalty, published by the
Club in 1999.

The Club published two new books
for the 2006 fall/holiday season
– A Whitetail Retrospective and
Legendary Hunts. Both titles have
seen success and are in their second
and third printings.

FY 2007 Annual Report | 

The Publications Committee continues to work
with the many programs of the Club, assisting them
with their visual communications needs. The work
of the Committee over the past couple of years has
positioned the Publications Program and staff to offer
additional resources to these programs, which will result
in furthering the Club’s core mission and vision more
effectively.

The editorial board for the magazine, consisting of
Regular and Professional Club members as well as staff,
restructured the organization and layout of the magazine
to better convey the mission and vision of the Club to
our readers. Starting with the Fall 2006 issue of Fair
Chase, the magazine was compartmentalized into three
sections—Conservation and History, Research and
Education, and Hunting, Ethics, and Big Game Records.
The restructuring of Fair Chase was the first step
ASSOCIATES PROGRAM
toward improving the overall value of the Club’s Associates
The 2006-2007 fiscal year marks the Club’s
Program to its members. In 2006, the Associates Program
Associates Program’s 21st year since it was launched in
also launched an e-mail newsletter to supplement issues
1986. Fair Chase magazine is the official publication of
of the magazine. The E-Newsletter keeps our Associates
the Club and the Associates Program. The Associates
up-to-date on current B&C activities, events, and
Program has grown to more than 10,000 with the Summer promotions. After achieving our goal of improving the
2007 issue, which includes 489 Lifetime Associates and
value of the program, the Associates Program’s focus will
1,083 B&C Official Measurers, communicating the Club’s shift to growing the Associate membership annually. The
message to our membership.
Associates Program will
also be collaborating
Fair
Chase
Circulation
Trends
14,000
with other areas of the
Club to increase our
12,000
Associates awareness
and participation in the
10,000
Club’s activities.
The Club
8,000
recognizes its Associate
members as an
6,000
important constituency
in furthering the
4,000
vision of the Club
and expressing the
2,000
Club’s values and
beliefs as they relate
Summer 03
Summer 04
Summer 05
Summer 06
Summer 07
Summer 08
to conservation,
						
(Projected)
education, ethics, and
Research & Education
Restructuring was the first
hunting.
step toward improving
the overall value of Club’s
Associates Program. Associate
memberships have been on a
steady rise since the program’s
inception.

Conservation & History

Hunting, Ethics & Big Game Records
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DEVELOPMENT

Charitable
gifts to the Boone
and Crockett Club
and the Boone and
Crockett Club Foundation provide key resources needed
for the various programs and initiatives of the Club and
Foundation. We are deeply indebted to the individuals
and members who provided nearly $1.2 million in cash
gifts to the Club and Foundation in this fiscal year.
The Boone and Crockett Club’s development
programs continue to help us put together the fiscal
resources needed to fund the Club’s work.
The Boone and Crockett Conservationists Program is
an annual giving program designed for Club members and
friends of the Boone and Crockett Club Foundation. This
is a donor recognition program for individuals who wish
to support the Boone and Crockett Club Foundation’s

conservation projects through philanthropic gifts of
$2,500 or more. Annual gifts of $500 or more accumulate
toward new contribution levels. Levels of giving range
from $2,500 to $250,000 or more. This program has
brought in more than $400,000 since its launch in 2005.
The Boone and Crockett Roughriders Society is a
planned giving program designed for Club members and
friends who wish to include the Boone and Crockett
Club Foundation in their financial estate plans. Funds
contributed to the Foundation are held in a permanently
restricted fund, which supports the Club’s key
conservation leadership programs.
The Boone and Crockett Club Foundation has been
accepted into the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) for
2006 and 2007. This enables the Foundation to receive
donations from federal employees, who may support their
favorite organizations through payroll deduction. Pledges
for 2006 totaled nearly $37,000.

MARKETING AND OUTREACH

The Club’s licensing partnership with Leupold
continues to exceed expectations, both in revenue and
other beneficial programs, including our television series
and growth in our Associates Program. Going forward,
new products have been approved to add to the Boone
and Crockett® Big Game Reticle™, including 10x50 and
12x50 binoculars, and a rangefinder.
This past spring Remington Arms was added as
our second licensing partner. The company will be
producing and selling a Boone and Crockett–edition
rifle through its Premier Dealer network. The specially
appointed B&C Model 700 CDL will be offered in eight
calibers in its first year, with other calibers to be added
in subsequent years.
Crooked Horn Outfitters, makers of specialty hunting
packs and accessories, was also added as a licensing
partner late in the year to represent the hunting backand fanny pack product categories.
The continued growth of our family of products is
expected to deliver even more national exposure for the
Club, as well as sustainable revenue.
The Club’s television series, Big Game Profiles, that
began airing on the Outdoor Channel in July 2006
received rave reviews, enough to be given the network’s
highest honor for the Most Informative Show in 2006.
Thirteen original episodes were aired during the third
and fourth quarters of 2006. These will be followed by
another 13 episodes scheduled for air during the same
time in 2007. A 30-second commercial advertising the
Club’s history in conservation and our Associate program
was developed specifically to be aired during the show and
others. This project not only brought the messages of the
Club to a national television viewing audience, but also
generates significant revenue from sponsorship sales and
aftermarket DVD sales.

The 13 episodes from Big Game
Profiles first season were packaged
as a 2-disk DVD set. After the
second season is completed, an
additional DVD set will be made
available with the second season’s episodes.

The Club’s Hunt Fair Chase Program continued to
spread the word about the importance of sportsmanship
and hunting ethics through the huntfairchase.com
website and merchandise offered in our catalog and web
store. The addition of the hunter-education huntingethics DVD this year was a crossover complement to this
program and will be used to freshen this message and
program.
Ongoing, the Marketing and Outreach group
continued to maintain existing outlets and establish new
ones, furthering our efforts to raise awareness about the
Club, its mission, visions, programs, and news through
print, internet, and digital medias.
Planned for 2008
n The continuation of the television series through 2009
under a new theme that will focus more on the Club’s
Records Program, as well as conservation and ethics.
Leupold has signed on to be the title sponsor once
again, and airing is scheduled to begin in July 2008.
n Production and release of the second season of the
television series on DVD, as well as Seasons 1 & 2 as a
DVD set.
n Expansion in viewership of the hunting ethics DVD
project that was produced this past year by the Ethics
Committee via streaming video, Internet downloads,
and other digital media.
n Addition of two new licensing partners.
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While continuing existing programs, the
Conservation Division has been actively planning for the
future. Highlights of the Conservation Division’s work
this past year include:
The Sam Houston Boy Scout Area Council has
established a high adventure program called Montana
High Adventure Base (MOHAB) using the TRM
Ranch and Education Facility. The goal is to increase
this program during FY 2008.
n The Conservation Across Boundaries ® course for
classroom teachers continues to be successful. The
Conservation Division plans to expand this program to
other areas of the country.
n A full-time staffer is implementing and expanding the
conservation education program. Lisa Flowers, whose
PhD in forestry includes an emphasis in conservation
education evaluation, began these duties in June 2007.
n The Ethics Committee finished the Hunting Ethics
DVD for distribution to hunter’s education instructors
across the country.
n As a part of the B&C Professorship Program agreements
have been reached with Michigan State and Oregon
Statue to launch programs at those universities.
n

Center (RWCC) hosted about 300 teachers, 2,000
students, and 12 conservation-minded organizations.
Activities at the Center, located on Theodore Roosevelt
Memorial Ranch, were as diverse as featured topics: fish
and wildlife biology, range management, ecology, botany,
water quality, geology and soils, weather, geography, and
natural and cultural history.
n National educators participated in the sixth annual
two-week Conservation Across Boundaries® course.
While youth learn outdoor skills, educators learn about
ecological monitoring, stewardship, and conservation
practices and science-based teaching methods they will
later impart to their students.
BELOW: Ranch Manager John Rappold works with a
youth group at the shooting range at the Ranch.

CONSERVATION EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Conservation Education Program’s goals
include providing effective outdoor science-based
conservation education to promote ethical relationships
and appreciation of the natural world; developing a
conservation ethic committed to shared and sustainable
use; and promoting effective
teaching tools to further the Club’s
mission as outlined in its Strategic
Plan.
Conservation education efforts
continue to support Boone and
Crockett Club’s mission by fostering
education practice and providing
a “lab for learning” for place-based
teaching throughout the nation.
Examples of this effort include the
following:
n In 2007, the Elmer E. Rasmuson
Wildlife Conservation Education
LEFT: Youth from the Outdoor
Adventure Camp held on the
TRM Ranch prepare to spend the
afternoon fishing. They spent the
morning learning how to tie flies and
make lures. RIGHT: Participants in
the Montana High Adventure Base
program spent several days hiking
in the Bob Marshall Wilderness area
that borders the TRM Ranch.
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Participants in the 2007 Conservation
Across Boundaries course enjoy an
afternoon around the campfire at the
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch.
Participants spent a week on the TRM
Ranch and another week at the Welder
Wildlife Refuge in Sinton, Texas.

In 2007, the Conservation Education Program
continued to develop its partnership with the Boy Scouts
of America Sam Houston Area Council to provide the
Montana High Adventure Base program. In July, three
separate scout crews—38 scouts total—participated in
the program. This venture will be improved upon and
duplicated next summer for five full weeks with two crews
and 24 scouts per week.
n In 2007, hikers, birders, and other outdoor
enthusiasts were also welcomed at the ranch and
education center. Outside of the hunting season, visitors
hiked on the 1.4-mile Watchable Wildlife trail. In the
summer, teenagers and classroom teachers explored
the area’s ecosystems while attending the two summer
Outdoor Adventure Camps. The Club continued to
offer programs that focus on developing skills in wildlife
and fish identification, marksmanship, archery, fishing,
tracking and orienteering. Ethics in hunting, hiking,
fishing and other outdoor activities is a prime focus.
n

In conjunction with the annual work outlined
above, the conservation education and ranch staff have
continued to foster lasting partnerships with the following
organizations and agencies concerned with conservation
and education on local and national levels:
n Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
n Welder Wildlife Foundation
n Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks
n US Forest Service Rocky Mountain Ranger District
n US Fish and Wildlife Service
n Front Range Conservation Education Group
n Montana State University Extension Service
n Montana Association of Conservation Districts
n Crown of the Continent Ecosystem Education
Consortium
n The Nature Conservancy of Montana
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Planned for 2008
n The Club will continue its
involvement in the Association of
Fish & Wildlife Agencies’ National
Conservation Education Strategy.
The Club will continue as a member
of the AFWA Education, Outreach
and Diversity (EOD) Committee to
continue working on the development
of the national conservation education
goals and underlying concepts.
n The Club will continue its affiliation
with the Anderson Conservation
Education Program (Grades K-12) at the Rasmuson
Center, a place-based program since 1994. This core
program addresses how effective conservation education
can be implemented at local, regional, and national
education levels with urban and rural audiences.
n The Club will continue its work on a Conservation
Educator Graduate Fellowship Program that is
patterned on the Welder Wildlife Foundation’s model.
This three-year fellowship would provide a graduatelevel student to work at the RWCC as the conservation
educator in the education program for the period of one
year. For the remaining two years, the student would
complete a masters degree at a cooperating university or
college.
n The Club will conduct the Conservation Across
Boundaries® course, an annual two-week course for 16
national teachers. It is estimated that 9,600 students
will be reached over a 20-year career of 16 teachers
trained per CAB module. The Club has conducted six
CAB modules to date.
n The Club will develop a Conservation Education
Leadership Institute (CELI) model for one week each year
beginning in 2009. The purpose is to teach agency and
non-government organization (NGO) program managers/
directors who administer conservation education programs
about program development, pedagogy, and evaluation.
n Other Conservation Education Program efforts will
include developing auxiliary programs to generate
revenue to spread the Club’s vision and message.
These include projected revenues from Montana High
Adventure Base, Outdoor Adventure Camps, fees
charged for hunting at the ranch or use of RWCC
facilities, and fees charged for education programming
and trail rides relevant to the DunRovin Ranch and the
National Wildlife Federation.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL RANCH

Priorities for the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial
Ranch remain fairly constant, with maintaining or
improving rangeland health being the Club’s foremost
concern. The ranch manages a cattle herd and provides
public hunting opportunities, as well as hosts the
Rasmuson Wildlife Conservation Education Center’s
Anderson Conservation Education Program.
Due to drought and minimal hay production, this fall
the ranch will cull some of the older cows and reduce the
TRMR cow counts to match range conditions. Noxious
weed control efforts, such as chemical spraying, biological
control, and manual pulling are applied each year. The
TRMR/RWCC invites all members, staff, and TRMR
hunters to attend a weed-pull event, barbecue, and
recreational afternoon at the Palmer Rifle Range on the
weekend of May 24-25, 2008.
During the fall hunting seasons, the TRMR
emphasizes youth hunting opportunities.
To provide a safe and effective hunting
environment, the ranch is divided into
three hunting areas, each nearly 2,000
acres in size. The weekdays are open
to youth and adults, while Friday,
Saturday, and Sundays are reserved
for the youth hunters only. Each year
nearly 100 hunters pursue whitetail
deer, mule deer, elk, black bears,
cougars, and grouse on the ranch.
The TRMR and Rasmuson
Center work closely throughout the
year. The ranch manager provides
approximately 10 to 15 presentations on
improving rangeland health to education
participants each year. Through the tours
and discussions, the ranch manager describes
the practices of the ranch and fields questions
and promotes discussion with the RWCC visitors.

HUNTING AND CONSERVATION ETHICS

The Ethics Committee had a very busy six months
with the concept, execution, production, and delivery
of a 22-minute hunting ethics DVD. Through seed
money contributed by members and partnership with
the International Hunter Education Administration
(IHEA) and Cabela’s, the Club scripted and produced
an educational DVD and delivered 70,000 copies to
every IHEA-certified hunter-education instructor
across the U.S. and Canada. The new DVD is designed
as a teaching aid to be played in classrooms to the
750,000 hunter-safety students certified annually by
IHEA instructors. Plans are in the works to increase
the reach of this new DVD to a hunting audience
beyond newly certified hunters.

CONSERVATION GRANTS PROGRAM

Supporting the development of new knowledge is an
important element of the Club’s mission. The William I.
Spencer Conservation Grants Program contributes to this
goal by assisting research projects that contribute to the
conservation and science-based management of big game
in North America.
The Conservation Grants Program accomplished
much this year thanks to the contributions of B&C
partners and members. In addition to the $25,000
budgeted in 2007, additional work on Coues’ and
whitetail deer research was enabled by grants from the
Camp Fire Conservation Fund, Inc., the Pope & Young
Club, and B&C member Vern Holleman. Professional
Member Jim Heffelfinger has contributed countless hours
of technical and logistical support to the deer genetics
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projects. Donations to the William I. Spencer Conservation
Grants Program Endowment from B&C members Bob and
Arlene Hanson, Charles Smid, and Wendell Swank will
contribute to the long-term viability of the program.
The selected theme for the 2007 grants competition
was development of nuclear genetic markers to improve
the accuracy of the Club’s big-game records program
and provide important tools for deer conservation and
management. There are two facets of deer DNA research
that the Club wishes to accomplish:
1. A diagnostic nuclear genetic marker to differentiate
Coues’ white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus couesi) from
non-Coues’ white-tailed deer
(O. v. spp).
2. A diagnostic nuclear genetic test to differentiate F1
and F2 hybrids of white-tailed deer and mule deer from pure
individuals of either species.
Because DNA studies are expensive, we requested
proposals from potential partners who would share the
costs of the research. Proposals from five laboratories were
evaluated for technical quality, budget, and likelihood of
success. The selected proposal, Genetic Differentiation of
Odocoileus Species, was submitted by Dr. Irv Kornfield of
the Molecular Forensics Laboratory at the University of
Maine, Orono. This two-year study requires the budgeted
Conservation Grants funding through 2008.
Dr. Kornfield has commenced work on the
differentiation of hybrids. The objective is to develop a
reliable method to distinguish mule deer, white-tailed deer
and hybrids between the two species. To accomplish this, Dr.
Kornfield’s team is developing numerous DNA markers and
using these to compare genetic profiles of the species. During
2007, they successfully extracted and examined DNA from
more than 70 specimens of both species from areas where
they occur together and from areas where only one species
is present. If hybrids between the two species are actually
present, then the genetic profiles in areas of mixture
should differ from areas where the animals
occur separately.
Dr. Irv
Kornfield
n Professor of
Zoology
n University of
Maine, Orono
Developing a
diagnostic test
to differentiate
F1 and F2
hybrids of whitetailed deer and
mule deer crosses
from pure
individuals of
either species.
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They have examined DNA samples from some animals
with up to eight new genetic markers. The preliminary
findings suggest that while the two species became isolated
from each other some time ago, they still share many
genetic characteristics for the markers that have been
examined. With a sufficiently large number of these genetic
markers, the team is gaining confidence that it will be
possible to provide accurate identifications.
Thanks to a grant from our partner organization, the
Camp Fire Conservation Fund, Inc., we were also able to
initiate work on differentiating Coues’ deer from other
white-tailed deer. This work is being coordinated by Dr.
Carlos Alcalá-Galván, who has the necessary expertise and
contacts to ensure that samples from Mexico are properly
collected and imported into the U.S.
Working with biologists, hunters, and outfitters in
Mexico, Dr. Alcalá-Galván accumulated 122 samples
from the 2006–2007 hunting season, including 14 from
mule deer and 108 from whitetail deer. Two samples may
represent mule deer –whitetail hybrids. A supplemental
grant was received from the Pope & Young Club to assist in
these collection efforts.
In addition to the genetics studies, the Conservation
Grants Program has provided funding for research on
bighorn sheep: “To water or not? An experimental study
of desert bighorn sheep” by James Cain, Paul Krausman
(professional member and newly appointed Boone &
Crockett Professor at the University of Montana), and
Brian Jansen. Also, the grants program provided funding
for work on deer genetics by the Research & Education
Department, and grant recipient Ryan Walser drafted an
article on his study of mule deer relationships to climate
and to changes in harvest strategies in west Texas.

B&C UNIVERSITY PROGRAM

This program is designed to provide science-based
knowledge from seasoned wildlife professionals and
educators to college graduates in the wildlife field to better
prepare the graduates for the responsible and wise
management of wildlife in the future.
Four universities are involved:
Dr. Carlos
Alcalá-Galván
n Adjunct
Professor
n University of
Arizona
Developing a
diagnostic test
to differentiate
Coues’ whitetailed deer from
other white-tailed
deer.

National Conservation Leadership Institute
2006-07 Fellows from Cohort 1

University of Montana: Dr. Paul Krausman plans
to center research programs on the Theodore Roosevelt
Memorial Ranch and activities on the Eastern Front.
The Nature Conservancy and The Conservation Fund
are working to secure conservation easements on private
lands along the Front, offering great opportunities to work
on wildlife research and monitoring associated with those
easements.
Michigan State University: The goal at MSU is to
have a professorship in place within a year. The university
will fill the chair when the Club gets $1.5 million into
endowment and then work to secure another $2 million.
Michigan Club Members will seed the endowment
and seek matches. This program includes a three-way
partnership between the Boone and Crockett Club,
Michigan State University and Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, with discussions taking place regarding
an B&C Extension Specialist as a model for similar
programs in other states.
Oregon State University: While this program does
not currently include a professorship, professional member
Hal Salwasser manages a diverse program of faculty and
graduate students engaged in research, education, and
outreach on wildlife in managed forest and rangeland
habitats. With the agreement between the Club and OSU
Foundation completed as of August 2007, Salwasser will
be seeking OSU’s first graduate student in spring 2008,
leveraging proceeds from the B&C fund with proceeds
from other affiliated endowments such as Mealey-Boise
and Noble.
Texas A&M University: B&C Professor Tarla
Peterson is working with a strong cadre of graduate
students who made presentations at the Club’s spring
2007 meeting.
Goals for the coming year include exploring ways
for greater communication among university programs,
beginning with a meeting of university programs liaisons
and Professors/Directors at the annual meeting in
Phoenix. There is also a pending plan for a first reunion
of professors and fellows for the summer of 2009.

NATIONAL CONSERVATION
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

The first cohort of the National Conservation
Leadership Institute graduated this year. The Institute,
funded in part by the Boone and Crockett Club, is a
world-class leadership training experience, bringing
together 35 of the best and brightest conservationoriented individuals with academicians, state and
federal agency leaders, conservation organizations, and
natural resource corporations. The intensive ten-day
in-class session, which was conducted at the National
Conservation Training Center, was followed by long-term
group projects.

Doug Austen | Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Gordon Batcheller | NYS Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources
Karina Blizzard | MD Wildlife and Heritage Service
Lynda Boody | Bureau of Land Management
Scott Boruff | Texas Parks and Wildlife
Gary Boyd | International Paper
Jay K. Carlson | Roseburg District Bureau of Land Management
David Cobb | North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Daniel S. Coggin | Mississippi Fish & Wildlife Foundation
Emily Cope | South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
Bob DeWitt | Missouri Department of Conservation
Lisa Evans | Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Steve Ferrell | Arizona Game and Fish Department
Jon Gassett | Kentucky Dept of Fish and Wildlife Resources
David Goad | Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
Kathy Graham | VA Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries
Ken Herring | Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources
Kevin Hisey | Pope and Young Club
Julie Jones | Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
John Kennedy | Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Mark Konishi | Colorado Division of Wildlife
Meredith Lathbury | Eastern Shore Land Conservancy
Leslie C Montgomery | Southern Company
Eric Palmer | Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife
Steve Riley | Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Connie Rudd | National Park Service
Salvador Salinas | USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service
Jim Satterfield | Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Robin Schrock | U.S. Geological Survey
Lori Smith | Peabody Energy
Randy Stark | Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bill Thompson | Penobscot Nation DNR AQP
Jim Unsworth | Idaho Department of Fish and Game
Greg Wathen | Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Emily Jo Williams “EJ” | U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The real proof of training and instruction effectiveness is
the feedback from the Fellows themselves. Here are some
comments from the Fellows Report:
“A fantastic lineup of leaders and educators with an
excellent focus on leadership.”
“A top-notch training opportunity. Five stars! This has
truly been life- and career-altering training.”
“Overall the experience was tremendous… I believe [it]
increased my value in the conservation environment.”

The second cohort has been selected and will start
its training in November. The Boone and Crockett Club
has provided financial support to help train the next
generation of conservation leaders. Lowell Baier, Max
Peterson, Matt Hogan, and Steve Williams (all B&C
members) sit on the National Conservation Leadership
Institute’s board of directors.
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26th Big Game Awards Program

The Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th Awards Program
(2004-2006) closed on December 31, 2006. In order for
a trophy to be listed in Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th
Big Game Awards book that will be released in FY 2008,
all entry materials had to be postmarked no later than
December 31, 2006. The records office received several
hundred trophies during the first two weeks of January
2007, bringing the total number of entries in the 26th
Awards to more than 5,000. A total of 4,615 trophies were
accepted in the 26th Awards Program, 230 were rejected,
and the remaining unprocessed files were transferred to
the 27th Awards Program (2007-2009) in early June so
that proofing of the tabular data for Boone and Crockett
Club’s 26th Big Game Awards could begin. The number
of accepted entries in the 26th Awards represented an
amazing 16-percent increase over the previous Awards
Program, following recent trends and setting a new record
for any three-year recording period.
The highlight for the year was the 26th Big Game
Awards Banquet and related activities that took place
in Fort Worth, Texas, during April 23 through June 23,
2007. Starting in late 2006, invitations were sent to 166
trophy owners of the top five or so ranking trophies in
each category for verification and certification of possible
awards. A total of 91 trophies were received and certified
by the 26th Awards Program Judges Panel for Boone
and Crockett Club Medallions and Certificates, which
were presented to the trophy owners at the 26th Awards
Program Banquet at the Doral Tesoro Hotel on June 23.
Included in this total were three new World’s Records for
tule elk, musk ox, and grizzly bear. The Awards Banquet
was preceded by the 26th Awards Program trophy display at
Cabela’s Fort Worth store, where thousands of visitors of all
ages viewed these magnificent trophies.

TOP: B&C Official Measurer and Lifetime
Associate, Ira D. McArthur, left, and his wife
Jennifer are joined by Eldon L. “Buck” Buckner
at the 26th Awards Trophy Display Reception.
McArthur is one of 1,093 B&C Official Measurers
located across North America who volunteer
their time to Boone and Crockett Club by scoring
North American big game trophies. BELOW: A
new World’s Record grizzly bear was declared by
the 26th Awards Program Judges Panel. The skull
was picked up by Gordon E. Scott. BOTTOM:
Scott Weisenburger was hunting near Alaska’s
Meshik River in 2004 when he took this awardwinning Alaska brown bear. The bear, which
squared 10’8”, has a final score of 29-7/16.

Boone and Crockett Club Books

During FY 2007, the records department assisted with
production of A Whitetail Retrospective: Vintage Photos and
Memorabilia from the Boone and Crockett Club Archives,
and Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th Big Game Awards. The
26th awards book is B&C’s first book that will include,
for informational purposes only, the gross score for each
trophy. Staff also began editing and updating Measuring
and Scoring North American Big Game Trophies, which is
scheduled for reprinting during FY 2008.

Official Measurer Training and Renewal

Official Measuring training workshops were held in
Las Vegas and Crossnore, North Carolina. Forty-eight new
Official Measurers were appointed, representing 14 states
The Big Game Records Department accepted 4,615
trophies in the 26th Big Game Awards Period, including
John V. Zenz’s bighorn sheep scoring 168 points pictured
at left.
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and one Canadian province. Measurer Training materials
were upgraded with the addition of bison and musk ox
skulls. In addition, PowerPoint instructional programs were
also updated to assist in the training of Official Measurers.
The Club’s Official Measurers were renewed for 2007-2008.
A survey was sent to scorers who have not scored any
trophies within the last five years to see if they wanted to
continue serving as Official Measurers and/or encouraging
those who wish to retire to sign up for the newly created
B&C Emeritus Measurer category. At the close of FY 2007,
there were 1,083 active Official Measurers and 30 Emeritus
Official Measurers.
The Official Measurers Community went online in
2007. Measurers can use this site to order forms and tools,
contact other Official Measurers, compute their score
charts, check on scoring procedures and the status of their
trophy entries, and order Measurer recognition items, such
as hats, nametags, and shirts that were introduced in 2007.

Donations and Restricted Funds

A total of $43,745.90 was donated to the department’s
Endowment Fund this year. An additional $47,740 was
donated to records program activities through contributions,
sponsorships, and auction/raffle sales. Of those dollars,
$3,500 were unrestricted and donated directly to records
program activities, and $44,240 in restricted funds were
earmarked to defray the costs the 26th Awards Program.

National Collection of Heads and Horns

The status of Irvin Hardcastle’s mountain caribou
(446-2/8 points) was changed from a loan to a permanent
donation. In addition, a typical Coues’ deer, scoring 1261/8 points, was placed on loan in the National Collection
from Robert G. McDonald, thus filling a vacancy in the
exhibit with an award-winning trophy. The Buffalo Bill
Historical Center, where the Collection is housed, reports
that 200,000 people went through the museum this year
and potentially saw the NCHH exhibit.

Communication and Cooperation Efforts

In addition to fielding numerous telephone calls,
emails, and letters from the general public, outdoor
media, Measurers, and state and federal wildlife agencies
requesting information about individual trophies, scoring
procedures, and policies and the Club’s copyrighted scoring
system, staff cooperated with other organizations and
agencies.
The Director of Big Game Records served on the
Judges Panel for Pope & Young during that group’s 25th
recording period held in Hamburg, Pennsylvania.
Staff ran B&C’s booth at the Dallas Safari Club and
served on the Judge’s Panel for the Dallas Safari Club’s
trophy recognition program. Also, B&C representatives
provided a program about Boone and Crockett’s recordskeeping activities for use by Dallas Safari Club Executive
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Director Gray Thorton in a presentation at the Council
International d’Chasse (CIC) convention in Europe.
Records staff coordinated a presentation at the North
American Wildlife Conference in early March of B&C’s
records books to the 4-H Volunteer Leadership Award
winners and presentation of the Boone and Crockett
Club Award to the winner at the annual meeting of the
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.
The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
subpoenaed staff for an expert witness in poaching trials in
Shelby and Billings, Montana. The department won the
trial in Shelby, and the one in Billings was carried over to
FY 2008.
Records staff also helped edit Fair Chase magazine and
provided copy for various columns such as “Trophy Talk,”
“Beating the Odds,” and “Recently Accepted Trophies,” as
well as proofing various collateral materials as needed and
providing input on the television series Big Game Profiles
and the Club’s Gallery renovation project.
Continual monitoring of Trophy Watch on the Club’s
website, which has been a major traffic driver to the site,
occurred throughout the year. In addition, French language
versions of B&C’s score charts were added to the website
for French Canadian hunters.

2008 Records Department Projects

Boone and Crockett Club’s 27th Awards Program
started January 1, 2007, and approximately 1,800 entries
are expected in the coming fiscal year. Planning for the
27th Awards Program Banquet scheduled for June 2010
began with the creation of a planning committee that
will check out Reno, Boise, Denver, and Salt Lake City
as potential sites for the event. The committee will be
checking out both commercial entities and museums as
potential sites for the trophy display.
Two Official Measurer training workshops will be
conducted in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and one in
Missoula, Montana, during FY 2008. Planning will also
begin in FY 2008 for workshops to be held in Mexico and
Yukon Territory during FY 2009. B&C’s score charts and
forms will be translated into Spanish in preparation for the
Mexico workshop.
Two books are scheduled for publication during FY
2008. The first is Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th Big Game
Awards (2004-2006), and the second is the updated version
of Measuring and Scoring North American Big Game Trophies.
Department staff will continue to edit and provide
its editorial contributions to Fair Chase magazine on a
quarterly basis, as well as being involved with the Big
Game Profiles television series. Contributions to Fair Chase
include “Trophy Talk,” “Beating the Odds,” and “Recently
Accepted Trophies.”
Finally, the records committee will analyze the
results of the mule deer/blacktail DNA study and redefine
boundaries, if necessary.

OPPOSITE PAGE — TOP: Doug Degelbeck and
his son Easton are pictured with Degelbeck’s
typical American elk scoring 412-7/8 points – a
new Utah state record. MIDDLE: Myra S. Smith’s
typical mule deer, which scores 210-2/8 points,
received a First Place Award. BOTTOM: The
whitetail deer on display were among the most
impressive to date. Two of the non-typical trophies
tied at 295-3/8 points, which put them as the
number 6 non-typical whitetail deer of all time
– Jonathan R. Schmucker’s buck (top center), and
Scott R. Dexter’s buck (top right).
THIS PAGE — TOP: Buck Buckner discusses
how to determine the starting point for the
length of each horn on Jim Shockey’s World’s
Record (tie) musk ox. MIDDLE: Daryl K. Schultz
award-winning Rocky Mountain goat scores 53-4/8
points. BOTTOM: Official Measurer Curtis Smiley
admires nearly a dozen wild sheep trophies at the
26th Big Game Awards Display.
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Our fiscal year 2007 ended with many projects being
planned for FY 2008. Some of the highlights are listed in
the committee/liaison headings as follows:

HISTORY LIAISON

The Club has budgeted monies to begin the sorting
and cataloging of our materials and records that are stored
at Headquarters. This will be the first step in a multi-year
process to provide adequate archiving of Club documents.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

In FY 2007 the Club amended the library policy
and committee and have guidelines and budgeted
monies moving forward into FY 2008. A long-term goal
is to remodel a portion of Headquarters to become a
permanent library.

PHYSICAL ASSETS COMMITTEE

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

A significant amount of time and effort has gone into
restructuring the Club’s financial affairs, a top priority for
FY 2007. Many staffers and members have contributed
to Budget and Finance Committee’s work, which will
continue the Club’s financial prudence.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The membership committee during 2007 focused on
improving recruitment, reviewing the involvement of our
Regular and Professional members in Club activities, and
establishing more stringent standards and formal criteria
to measure future candidates for Regular and Professional
membership. The Club also strengthened the orientation
program for new members by assigning a “steward” to help
guide them to become active participants in the Club.

This committee oversaw repairs of storm damage at
the Elmer E. Rasmuson Wildlife Conservation Center.
Projects for FY 2008 are completion of the Palmer
shooting range at TRMR, a new well for the Education
Center, and completion of the Gallery Project at
Headquarters.

Current Member Count – 244

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

New Professional Members
Thomas M. Franklin, Mar yland
David P. Rippeto, Alaska
Tony A. Schoonen, Montana
Jef frey J. Trandahl, Washington, DC

The committee has submitted a draft of its 2007-2010
Strategic Plan to our officers, who will present the final draft
to the Board and Members at the 2007 Annual Meeting.

(As of 6/30/2007)

Honorary Life.. ....... 8
Professional...... 113

Regular.........96
Emeritus.. ......27

New Regular Members
John L. Estes, Texas (reinstated former Regular Member)
C. Mar tin Wood III, Florida

Deceased Members
Glenn P. Napierskie – 1924-2006 | Regular Member 2000-2006
Thomas W. Moore – 1918-2007
Regular Member 1966-1993 | Emeritus Member 1994-2007

0 Members
1-5 Members
6-10 Members
11-15 Members
16+ Members
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AWARDS AND
RECOGNITIONS

RIGHT: Boone and Crockett
Club Professional Member,
Tweed Roosevelt, received
an honorary doctorate
of humane letters from
Misericordia in May 2007.
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Boone and Crockett Club
Professional Member
Christine Thomas was the
featured speaker at the 26th
Big Game Awards Program
Welcoming Reception
and Dinner in June 2007.
In January, the Wisconsin
Natural Resources Board
elected her as its Chair for
2007.

ROOSEVELT’S GREAT-GRANDSON ADDRESSES
COLLEGE GRADUATES

Professional Member Tweed Roosevelt addressed the
graduates of College Misericordia in Dallas, Pennsylvania.
Tweed Roosevelt, great-grandson of President Theodore
Roosevelt, stressed to the graduates the importance of
remaining focused and committed and
never being afraid to take chances. He
shared many of the president’s stories and
notable quotes.
“If he were here today, I’m sure his
advice to you would be to live what he
called ‘the strenuous life,’” he said. “What
he meant was, ‘Everything you do, do it
with everything you’ve got.’ Risk, dare,
don’t be afraid to fail. Because only if
you’re willing to risk failure, are you going
to achieve great things.”
Tweed is an international businessman
who has written and lectured extensively
about his great-grandfather. He received an
honorary doctorate of humane letters from
Misericordia in May 2007.

THOMAS ELECTED CHAIR OF
NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD

At the January meeting in Madison,
the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board
elected Professional Member Dr.
Christine Thomas as Chair for
2007. Thomas was the featured
speaker at the 26th Awards
Program Welcoming Reception
and Dinner in June 2007.
Thomas is Dean of the
College of Natural Resources and
professor of resource management.
In addition to her role as a
university educator, Thomas
developed Becoming an OutdoorsWoman, a program that teaches
women outdoor skills. She has
received numerous awards for her
educational and conservation
pursuits, including Educator
of the Year by Safari Club
International and Woman of the
Year by the American Sportfishing
Association. Thomas was appointed by Governor Jim
Doyle to serve on the Board through May 1, 2009.

FORMER SECRETARY OF INTERIOR HONORED
BY BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB

The Boone and Crockett Club honored the service of
Gale Norton, former secretary of the Department of the
Interior, at a Washington D.C. dinner.
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In her role as secretary from 2001 until 2006, she
welcomed the hunter-conservation community as an
important voice for good management and stewardship.
Boone and Crockett Club Executive Vice President
Lowell Baier sponsored the dinner/reception for former
Secretary Norton at the Cosmos Club. Secretary Norton
will consider continuing as a Professional Member now
that she is in the private sector.
Lowell also organized a presentation of the
commemorative Boone and Crockett Club Centennial
Bronze of Theodore Roosevelt on his favorite horse
Manitou commissioned by the Club in 1987 by famed
Montana artist Bob Scriver (1914-1999).

BIG GAME PROFILES
WINS AWARD

The Outdoor Channel
honored the Club’s Big Game
Profiles television series
with the network’s
Golden Moose Awards
for Most Informative
Show in 2006. The Club
was also nominated in
another category, Best
Commercial. Big Game
Profiles is now airing in its
second season.

PROFESSIONAL
MEMBER ACCEPTS POSITION WITH
ASSOCIATION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE AGENCIES

In August, the Club’s Conservation Committee gave a
going-away reception for Matt Hogan, who was serving as
acting assistant secretary for Fish, Wildlife & Parks in the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Hogan has accepted the
position of executive vice president of the Association of
Fish & Wildlife Agencies. He will succeed John Baughman
(Boone and Crockett Professional Member), who superbly
performed this role the past three years.

A whitetail retrospective: Vintage
photos and memorabilia from the
boone and Crockett club archives
acknowledged in two design awards

A Whitetail Retrospective was chosen as a finalist
in ForeWord Magazine’s Eighth Annual Book of the
Year Awards, which is open to the independent press
community. Nearly 1,400 books were entered in 59
categories. These were narrowed down to 698 finalists.
A Whitetail Retrospective was 1 of 13 books selected as a
finalist in the Sports Category.
A Whitetail Retrospective was also chosen as the
runner-up for Best Jacket/Cover Design at the Western
Regional Book Design and Production Awards. Nearly
150 entries were judged on typography, jacket/cover
design, interior design, format, selection of materials
used, and printing and binding production quality. A
Whitetail Retrospective will be recognized at the National
Publishing Conference luncheon on November 9, 2007.
Our book, along with the other winning entries will
become part of a traveling exhibit and be displayed at
trade shows and book fairs throughout 2007.

BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB PROFESSIONAL STAFF
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB
HEADQUARTERS – MISSOULA, MONTANA
Keith Balfourd – Director of Marketing
Jodi Bishop – Development Program
Manager
INA CRIST – Customer Service
RYAN HATFIELD – Assistant Director,
Big Game Records
Julie HOUK – Director of Publications
AMY HUTCHISON – Associates Program/
Web Site Coordinator

Dariusz Janczewski – Assistant Designer
Jan krueger – Controller
KATE MICKEY – Assistant Controller
WENDY NICKeLSON – Shipping & File Clerk
abra plemmons – Staff Accountant
Sandy Poston – Office Manager
Jack Reneau – Director of Big Game
Records
Tony a. schoonen – Chief of Staff

THEODORE ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL RANCH
– DUPUYER, MONTANA
JOHN RAPPOLD – Ranch Manager

ELMER E. RASMUSON WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION CENTER AT THE TRM
RANCH – DUPUYER, MONTANA

JoAnne Cobb – Conservation Education
Program Assistant
ALLYSON HOOF – Conservation Education
Specialist
Lisa Flowers – Conservation Education
Program Manager
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financial report
Boone and Crockett Club
& Boone and crockett
club foundation, inc.
Co-Chairmen – Budget & Finance Committee
Robert H. Hanson
Morrison Stevens, Jr.

Endowment Balances Summary

The total endowment as of June 30, 2007 stands at $9.4
million which includes the $921,000 depot mortgage
investment and almost $900,000 in undistributed earnings
at year end. Funds endowed by donors or the Board for
program support are as follows:
n Spencer Conservation Grants = $400,723
n Hixon Conservation Grants = $10,000
n Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Ranch = $145,000
n Rasmuson Conservation Education Center &
Anderson Education Program = $2,318,039
n Records of North American Big Game
Program = $70,681
n General Club Activities = $4,680,099
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The Club and Foundation had another very successful
year increasing net assets to an impressive $16.0 million
– an increase of over $1.1 million! Total revenues for
FY 07 generated thru contributions, investment earnings
and programs were again near the $4 million mark ($3.86
million in FY 07 compared to $4.2 million in FY 06).
Due to the continued generosity of its members
and outside supporters, contributions to both the Club
and the Foundation were again over $1.0 million.
Licensing revenue was up over 25% from $197,000 to
over $247,000. Lodging and program meeting income
also increased over the previous year - $60,000 which
was related to the 26th Awards Program. The Theodore
Roosevelt Memorial Ranch increased revenues over 17%
from $110,000 to nearly $129,000 while membership dues
and subscriptions were up 5% over FY 06 to $421,600.
Total merchandise sales, which include book sales,
decreased from the previous year primarily due to FY 07
being a non records book year.
Expenses for both program services and Club and
Foundation support in FY 07 increased just 4% from FY
06 – from roughly $2.6 million to $2.7 million. Support
service expenses (fundraising and administration) were
up nearly 33% over FY 06 while expenses for program
services were down 9%. While over 60% of the total
expenses were spent for program services in FY 07,
this is down from nearly 70% in FY 06. Records and
Publications was the only program service area that had
an increase in expenses over FY 06 primarily due to
the 26th Awards Program. All other program services
were down except for the Associate Program which had
no change. Membership support expenses vary every
year depending on the location and costs of the annual
meeting.
While expenses were up from the previous year
there was a very focused and conscious effort at effective
planning and fiscal management targeted at increasing
efficiencies for the organization.  An important part
of this effort included the decision that an operational
budget in the $3 million range is needed to effectively
provide the support needed for mission accomplishment.
Currently, the operational budget as adopted is about
$300,000 short of this goal; therefore, the Board approved
an assessment of the regular membership to help make
up the projected shortfall in the short term. The long
term goal is to continue to increase revenues, primarily
through donations and the expansion of our licensing
and associates programs. It is expected the new program
revenue sources will take about two years to implement.
Directly linked to this budget is the effective
management and leadership of the various programs
that are the responsibility of the respective vice
presidents. Revenue from the Club’s membership
program provides a stable revenue source, as does
the associates program, which continues to grow

incrementally from year to year (see footnote). The
FY 2007 Revenue Sources
Club’s pilot program in licensing is in its fourth year and
$3,812,294
Record Entry Fees
2% — $70,955
is providing significant revenue in support of other Club
Net Merchandise and
programs and services. The trophy database program,
Advertising Revenue
Ranch
Book Sales
Member
Dues
1% — $55,815
3% — $128,916
whereby subscribers may access the
4% — $156,800
Trophy Search Subscriptions
5% — $192,000
Club’s records program via the
0.5% — $17,877
Associates Subscriptions
Internet, was introduced during
Other 0.2% — $7,264
6% — $211,739
FY 2005 and has shown
Licensing Revenue
steady growth during FY
6% — $247,677
Investment Income
34% — $1,282,985
2006 and FY 2007. While
the 26th Awards event
Lodging and Program
did not perform as well
Meeting Income
financially as originally
11% — $410,894
hoped due to a shortfall
in attendance, the Records
Contributions
27% — $1,029,362
Committee recognizes the need for earlier
FY 2007 expenses
and more thoughtful planning for the 27th Awards
Ranch Operations
$2,699,406
Member Support
event. The merchandise catalog is being expanded in an
6% — $154,961
4% — $104,383
effort to identify the right product mix and
Fundraising
7% — $183,223
increase profit margins. Revenue from
Associates Program
Building Tenant Operations
9% — $243,620
the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial
1% — $33,025
Ranch operations has remained
Administration
stable. With the graduation
Wildlife Conservation
30% — $829,927
Programs
of Lisa Flowers in May of
11% — $295,918
2007, we should have more
focused energy on improving the
impact of the Education Center in
contributing to the mission of the Club
Conservation Projects
and supporting it financially.
Records and Publications
and Outreach

Investments Report

13% — $343,533

The Club’s endowment funds (administered
by the Boone and Crockett Foundation) performed well
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2007. In addition,
total account values increased, the result of both of
generous member contributions and market appreciation.
The endowment funds, managed by Davidson
Investment Advisors, are invested conservatively in both
equity and fixed income securities. The equity securities
consist of several portfolios, each representing a particular
investment “style.” They include the following:
n Multi-Cap Core
n Equity Income
n Large Cap Growth
n International Value
Two of these portfolios significantly outperformed
the indices against which they are compared, while the
other two marginally under performed their respective
indices. (In mid-August each of those two had moved
into positive territory relative to the benchmarks against
which they are measured.)

19% — $510,816

The fixed income securities under management are
invested in investment grade bonds of short duration,
with no exposure to sub-prime mortgages. Not under
management, but included in the fixed income category,
is the mortgage loan made by the Foundation to the Club,
in order to finance the renovation of the Old Milwaukee
Depot. At June 30, 2007, the principal amount of this
note was approximate $921,000.
At the June meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Foundation, a new Investment Policy Statement was
formally adopted. Among other things, this Statement
provides for the assets of the endowment to be allocated
60% to equity securities, and 40% to fixed income securities,
with the option to have either category vary by 5% from
those targets before “rebalancing” the various portfolios.
Despite the recent volatility in the equity markets,
the Budget and Finance Committee is comfortable with
the manner in which these funds are being managed,
and will continue down a conservative course, in order
both to preserve capital and provide for long-term
growth of principal.

Footnote: In FY 07 the Associates Program had a positive net income of $26,400. Total revenues of $270,000 included $5,000 in sponsorships and $53,300 in
advertising revenue in addition to the $211,700 in associate subscriptions. Total program expenses were $243,600.
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Combined Statements of Activities
for the years ended june 30, 2007 and 2006
Revenue
Member dues & subscription revenue
Member dues
Associates subscriptions
Trophy database subscriptions

2007
$

192,000
211,739
17,887

2006
$

205,450
182,544
13,033

Total member dues &
subscription revenue

421,626

401,027

Merchandise sales
Less: direct & allocated costs

420,296
263,496

506,522
305,488

Net merchandise sales

156,800

201,034

Contributions
Licensing revenue
Ranch
Investment income
Lodging & program meeting income
Other
Net assets released from restrictions

1,029,362
247,677
128,916
1,282,985
410,894
134,034
-

1,997,607
197,580
110,349
698,824
277,288
324,053
-

Funds available for program
& support services

3,812,294

4,207,762

183,223
829,927
33,025

115,244
632,536
39,009

Total support services

1,046,175

786,789

Funds available for
program services

2,766,119

3,420,973

295,918
343,533
510,816
154,961
104,383
243,620

406,954
430,966
345,667
173,314
208,699
243,240

Total program services

1,653,231

1,808,840

Increase in net assets

1,112,888

1,612,133

14,925,310
-

15,775,445
(2,462,268)

14,925,310

13,313,177

Expenses
Support services
Fund-raising
Administration
Building tenant operations

Program services
Wildlife conservation programs
Conservation projects & outreach
Records & publications
Ranch operations
Membership support
Associates program

Net Assets
Beginning of year, as previously reported
Reclassifications
Change in accounting principle
Beginning of year, as adjusted
End of year

$ 16,038,198

$

14,925,310

a copy of the complete set of audited financial statements is available upon request
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Combined Statements of Financial Position
june 30, 2007 and 2006
ASSETS

2007

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables, net of allowance
Inventories
Prepaid expenses

$

Total current assets

2006

178,245
165,411
192,008
27,700

$

329,687
117,846
201,083
61,218

563,364

709,834

8,517,088
110,000
106,250

7,532,611
-

8,733,338

7,532,611

Depot, Ranch, Furniture and Equipment, Net

4,424,570

4,565,429

Investments Held at The University of Montana Foundation

3,006,373

2,631,442

$ 16,727,645

$ 15,439,316

2007

2006

INVESTMENTS
Endowment
Funds held for reinvestment
Agency funds invested
Total investments

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Notes payable
Agency funds payable
Current portion of long-term debt
Accounts payable
Accrued liabilities
Deferred subscription revenue
Total current liabilities
LONG-TERM DEBT, NET OF CURRENT PORTION
Total liabilities
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
Board designated reserves
Undesignated
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities and net assets

$

80,840
106,250
2,903
58,862
90,503
350,089

$

50,000
13,353
41,550
88,106
318,094

689,447

511,103

-

2,903

689,447

514,006

7,361,867
4,807,476

6,991,902
4,456,814

12,169,343
599,806
3,269,049
16,038,198

11,448,716
551,013
2,925,581
14,925,310

$ 16,727,645

$ 15,439,316

a copy of the complete set of audited financial statements is available upon request
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