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Firearms hold a special place when it comes to telling the 
history of both hunting and conservation. A special chap-
ter in volume I of Records of North American Big Game 14th 
Edition showcases several firearms—some recently ac-
quired through the help and generosity of gun enthusiast 
and long-time Boone and Crockett member, Buck Buckner. 

EXCERPT FROM 
RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIG GAME, 14TH EDITION 
VOLUME I

NO T E WORT H Y  GU NS:
F O C US  ON  G R A NC E L  F I T Z
BY ELDON L. “BUCK” BUCKNER
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB Vice President of Big Game Records

Photography by Mark Mesenko  | Intro and collage styling by Julie L. Tripp

Along with Fitz’s rifle, the Boone and Crockett Club also owns numerous 
pieces of memorabilia, photographs, correspondence, and manuscripts 
of Fitz’s that were donated by his family over the years. One of Fitz’s 
hunting knives, on loan from B&C member Richard T. Hale, is also shown. 
The knife was handed down to Hale from B&C member Arthur C. Popham, 
who was close friends of Grancel and Betty Fitz.
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Following is an excerpt 
from that chapter…

Many sportsmen are 
also familiar with the name 
Grancel Fitz. He and his wife 
Betty oversaw the Club’s big 
game records program from 
their New York City loft for 
years. If you look closely, you’ll 
still see their names on many 
of the historic score charts 
throughout this book. Al-
though he was integral in the 
development of the Club’s 

current scoring system and 
very involved with records 
keeping, he was never a Boone 
and Crockett Club member. 
Fitz’s gun of choice was a .30-
06; however, he had been giv-
en a Winchester Model 70 in 
.375 H&H by his son for his 
first hunting trip to China. 
Buckner purchased this rifle 
and donated it to the Boone 
and Crockett Club in 2015. 

Although Grancel Fitz’s 
profession was photographic 
illustrator, his avocation was 
big game trophy hunting and 
big game records keeping. He 
lived and worked in New York 
City, but from 1926 through 
1955 made 38 hunting trips in 
his quest to bag all (then) 24 
legal species of North Ameri-
can big game. Thus he became 
the first man to hunt all the 
species, but had not succeed-
ed in taking a jaguar at that 

time. When Pacific walrus 
became legal, he added that 
species to his other successes 
which included record-class 
heads of 13 different species. 
Many of his experiences were 
related in his book North 
American Head Hunting pub-
lished in 1957 by Oxford Uni-
versity Press, Inc.

However, it  wa s 
through Grancel’s extensive 
interest in devising a better 
big game trophy scoring sys-
tem that he was most involved 

with Boone and Crockett Club. 
At the time the 1932 and 1939 
B&C records books were pub-
lished, only beam lengths or 
spread data was used to rank 
heads. Everyone knew there 
had to be a better system. In 
1935 Dr. James L. Clark, a Club 
member, originated and copy-
righted one system, followed 
in 1938 by another published 
in Field and Stream by Grancel 
Fitz. His system, with detailed 
discussion and score charts, 
was also published in the 1939 
B&C book North American Big 
Game. In 1949, Boone and 
Crockett appointed an inde-
pendent six-person commit-
tee, which included both Fitz 
and Clark, to design a system. 
Samuel B. Webb chaired the 
committee, which combined 
features of both proposed 
systems, and sent proposed 
charts to 250 guides, 

taxidermists, noted hunters 
and scientists to critique. The 
result was the Boone and 
Crockett Official Scoring Sys-
tem adopted in 1950 and first 
used to rank trophies for the 
1950-1951 Competition. Gran-
cel’s wife Betty served as sec-
retary for the Records Com-
mittee and continued to do so 
for many years.

Grancel Fitz was an 
active member of the Camp-
fire Club of America in New 
York and continued hunting 
and writing for many sporting 
magazines. One sheep hunt-
ing story, published in the 
April 1948 issue of True was 
titled “A Grand Slam in Rams” 
and started the use of that 
term for the taking of all four 
North American wild sheep.

The 1952, 1958, and 
1964 records books all fea-
tured dust jacket and individ-
ual trophy photos taken by 
Grancel as well as his usual 
stories behind the World’s 
Records. He served as a judge 
on B&C Awards Panels three 
times (the maximum allowed); 
twice as chair.

One of Grancel’s lifelong 
goals was to publish an afford-
able book on the measuring 
and scoring of North American 
big game trophies. He wrote 
the book and arranged for Out-
door Life to publish it. He died 
from heart failure as the book’s 
final editing was being done in 
May of 1963. 

FITZ’S WINCHESTER 
MODEL 70 .375 H&H 
MAGNUM NO. 384,755

Though Fitz was an 
international hunter of great 
experience, he was not a gun 
enthusiast as such. He took all 
25 species of (then) legal North 

American big game with the 
same rifle—a Remington Mod-
el 305 bolt-action .30-06—cus-
tom stocked by Griffin & Howe 
of New York with an early 
Hensoldt 2-¾x scope sight.

In the spring of 1958, 
Grancel made his first over-
seas hunt in India on assign-
ment from Outdoor Life. His 
son gave him the Model 70 .375 
in case he encountered ele-
phants or wild cattle in Indo-
china later in the trip. A tiger 
was the primary game he 
sought, and he missed a diffi-
cult shot with his old .30-06 
on the first tiger seen. On a 
subsequent drive, Grancel had 
the .375 in hand and made a 
running shot on a tiger that 
measured 8 feet 7½ inches in 
length. The hunt story ap-
peared in the February 1959 
issue of Outdoor Life. 

In 1962, Grancel made 
his first and only trip to Afri-
ca while on another Outdoor 
Life assignment, this time 
after lion and Cape buffalo in 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania). 
Although he never found a 
good lion to shoot, he used the 
.375 to bag a heavy-bossed old 
bull toward the end of 
the hunt.

The story “Grancel 
Fitz’s Lost Trophy” was pub-
lished in the September 1963 
issue of Outdoor Life. Grancel’s 
rifle is still in pristine original 
condition. It is standard 
grade, made in 1956, equipped 
with a receiver sight and a flat-
topped gold-faced post front 
sight replacement for the 
original bead. A small gold 
shield is inletted in the toe of 
the stock inscribed “Grancel 
Fitz New York.” A base for 
G&H side mount for scope has 
been added. n

Grancel Fitz with Frank Miller (left) and the impressive Maswa 
Cape buffalo Fitz dropped with his .375 Magnum in 1962.

This is just one of the many stories of guns and owners 
featured in Records of North American Big Game. Don’t 
miss looking over the photographs and reading details 
about the rest of the firearms as well as the stories about 
the men who used them. See page 42 for details about 
ordering a Collector’s Edition of the new records book.


