1892 Winchester. Both rifles
o shown here with fang
 sights, popular and wseful on
' > : ilwahusﬁm carbines




The Model 1891, Marlin’s
first successful .22 lever rifle,
owes some of ils populardy to
Annie Oakley, who used it in

her shoating exhitations.

I .ever

Rifles of John Mahlon Marlin

He came of age as Henry rifles anchored

By Wayne van Zuvoll 8 lever-action empire. But Marlin
el mah=sgiona ember
Frincarnt e carbines outlived the Winchester M4 —

and the Savage 99. Now they put .30-06

punch under the hammer!

A pair of 330:-horse diesels bleached our wake. Wed
motored out of Wrangell on suneshot water, hitting light chop as we
cleared Prince of Wales Islind. A red dusk settled onto the Pacihe,
its retlected light a shimmering aisle to Japan. “Bear Necessity” muscled
through the waves at seven knots.

Alazka's 40,000 miles of shoveline exceeds that of the entite Lower 43 Ciroumnan.-
gating Frince of Wales [dand alone 15 a 4000mule trip Wed need cur 1 X0 gallon diess]
reserve, as even in quiet seas this 3-foot boat drank a gallon a mile
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Hunting by boat

makes sense in southeast

Alaska, where some areas pet 18 feet of rain
each year. Coastal mountains vault from
barracked beaches that hem dense forests
with a shelf of jagped black rock. We could
travel far in & boat, with clear views of tidal
flars where foraging bears sought new prass.

“Tve never hosted a hunter with a
J0-30" admitted Madk Gala, thumb crocked
easily over the wheel. “To tell you the truth,
I'm not thrilled about it. These bears run big
The cover’s thick.”

We anchored in a cove ringed by the
dilapidated buildings of an abandoned fishing
village, Mext evening, when seas laid down
forr the skiff, Mark and [ motomed into the bay
and up asmall stream. We moored with a ko
line o & tock. Alaska's seas can rise and £
20 feet in six-hour tidal swings; careless moos
ingcan leave your boat beached or advift!

Donning packs, we followed bear
trails throuph wet tidal prass, Presently, Mark

ied two bruins at timber’s edge, 150 yards

i We waded a stream, careful not to

lash. On hands and knees, [ led, bulling

ugh the dense prowth, clutching the

Marlin. Then the wind pivoted. “Tt's over,”
hissed Mark.

.f_ L
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Instantly, the sow melted into the
trees. The boar paused. About 90 steps.
Kneeling, | pepoed his elbow and fired. The
170 prain flatnose struck audibly. The animal
plunged into the conifers.

We tound 0o blood for 30 steps; then
it painted a clear trail We inched theough
dark-green raindorest that soon closed in to
hide everything more than an armb-length
distant. When the bear moved, my carbine
came to cheek instantly and seemed to fire
itzelf But the animal was heart-shot, breathe
ing its last.

Unlikely Genesis

Born May 6, 1836, near Windsor Locks
in Hartford County, Connecticut, John
Mahlon Madin became an apprentice ma-
chinisr soon after turning 18, His contrace
with American Machine Works provided
him with a job until he reached the *full
and entire age of twenty.one years” In
weturn, Madin agreed to work unpaid for
six months, then join the payroll at §1.50
per week. After a year, he would get .50,
then receive 50.cent increases for each six
modith period—if not dischagmed, “without
mecowrse of complaint, for any disobedi-
ence of insubordination.”

In 1853, the Mew Haven directory
listed John M. Marlin's home address as 130
James Street. He changed quarters at least
six times during the next 10 years but was
probahly living in Hartford from 18567 to 1568,
He may well have worked for Cole. His first
gun patents—Febnuary 8 and Apeil 5, 1870—
show a Hartford address. By 1854 Johin Mardin
was married to Martha Suwsan Moore, who
bore him four children.

Before he became a husband, John
Mahlon Marlin was a ;punmaker. But lever
rifles, for which the name became famous,
lay far in the future. The first Marins were
single-shot, derringer-style, rimfire pistols,
“Mever Misd" and “Victor” Between 1863
and 1880, Marlin shipped 16,000, In 1570
e added single-action revolvers. The “OK"
and “Little Joker” were solid-frame pocket
models with spur triggers, initially in .22
Short. Heavier tipoup models in friskier
chamberings followed. The mechanism most
likely descended from a Rollin White desipn
ﬁtmted in 1855, In 1881 a pear-copy of the

"hite revolver, built by Smith & Wesson,
was marketed by the Manhattan Firearms
Compaiy, then the American Standard Tool

Wayze (left) killed this Aliska bruin with
He

Mazk Gala of ek ‘o’ Seas




Company. In 1872 John Matlin evidently
acquired rights to manufacture the Smith
& Wesson pistol. White's ariginal patent
hiad by that time expired.

In 18587, Marlin introduced a double-
action, tip-up revabver in .38 centerfire for
$11 It remained in production only two years.
By 1659 John M:ﬂ]m had registered 10 hand-
gun patents. Meanwhile, hed begun building
tifles, beginning in 1875 with Ballands. The
1851 ah;hln-:d'u-t by CH. Ballard saw some
action in the Civil War Later it was manu-
factured by several firms before Marlin
weighed in. Rejecting the MerwinBray im-
P:I.l WeiTiEnE, hI..-u.]JJJ. uqu_.llll‘h'Hd ].'u.B OWTlL
reversible ‘h.l.:u.l,_]' PII.I. that allowed use of bath
centerfire and cimfire -..aftudgu Marlin Listed
20 versions of the Balled, .22 rimfire to -'1-5
100, Spartan hunring m.'.'-:lels cost about $22.
Target rifles with Schuetzen stocks and spirit-
]E'hj sights went for $75 to 390, Marlin c r_-asuﬂ
E::l.“.hl:] production in 1390, after abour
40,000 '|.:|.H.t"..

John Matlin's first repeating rifle, with
undechammer lever action and tubular maga-
zime, didn't sell. Marlin abandomed it for a
mew design, announced in 15882, Six years
later it wes named the Model 1331 Incorpo.
1.!]:|.1.|.|=. patents by Andrew EmEE'-EI E
“rl.-l.i:'[h' nl'l.l.d .E'_IA.F T'Pl_ﬂﬂ‘“h"ﬂ.l I'J:u.. d.'i"'i'
leading, top-ejecting repeater came in 45-10
and 4060, Iks 28-nch octagon barrel with
10-shiot magazine wasjoined later by 24- and
1':'-" I.'a__.h. h:l'[l.t'].a “i Var |.I OUE Combolds. I\'in:l'[l.'l'l.l.
trimmed the receiverin 1835, Ar 844 pounds
with carbine barrel, this version was I pounds
]JL].'I]:'"I than the l.'.":l'l.hnl..:ll A small-frame
follow.up, ancther pound IJ.h]:I.tH[ v ared
i _:!1.2-'1". .!.l.l.d JA5S, Birst |_.I:I!|.l2ed aJ:SHL the
Madel 1881 eventually caime 'll.&tl.'.'ﬂfti.'ﬂ:lﬂ a
sel  Crigger, l.hul..kmmh ENgraving,
case-hardening

When John Markin submitted his 1881
tor military trials, it started well, firing 10
shots in seconds. Then a cartridge
exploded in the magarine. Theme were no
injuries and no cause was given, But the Army
dismissed the rifle.

A nettling faule of Marlin's 1581 was
unreliable feeding from magazine to carrier
A q:Fl]lt carrier with a '.w.']ge oo lﬂ{]:::n.uﬂ it i
'.'.'Tlﬂ.a.tl.l.'.":l.l. mesohred that i=mue. Offered in
several forms, inclading one with a smooth
bore, the gun was -:’:r-::-pr'b.:d in 1891 after some
III'.'.'I.II.I copies. Its top ejection would be elimi-

rated in subsequent Marlins, beginning with
the Model 1539,

[n 1534, Marlin was issued patents for
a top-gjecting lever-action .22 rifle. Although
it was never produced, patents granted that
vear to Remington designer Lewis L. Hephura
e Maslin a terrific boost.

Lever Action Revival

Marlin enthisinsts were blemed i S by

Hormadyh introdustion LEV ERevolution

arwmmition. Degigned expressly for tobe-fed lever rifles, it features pointed Tallsts
gnfe for e when roundk e held ballt li'|'l-|:u-|.'l|'i||l.'| e r:prim_' press e Ulllil.l,.'
recnil, & hapd, sharp tip sonld act like a fiving pin to set off the eartridge in front

Por yenm the culy eption was o flat- ar
.E['II'I.I!'I-I:.I:.!‘."C Dhave Jml!‘u':.

ronnckneas ballet: s hallistic loser, Then

came wp with 8 regilient pobymer tip thet deforneg when praged

agniet & primes, bot metantly meemins e form when the presmure & removed The
gleek form of what sre now calld PTX or FlexTip tollsts in fight ensuee fistter e,

higher retained BOEITY

Frgxy charges of new powders m LEVERevolution vield

higher starting speeds as well The dea was applied not soly to traditionsl whitetail
ronnck, bt sewer options like the potent 45 Madin A 160 geain 2030 Tollst from
the LEV ERevalution load leaves 5 Mbineh barrel at L300 fpe and at 250 vardk hits

half asain as baed se atandaed softpoint,

The September follow ing my Alsian bear hunt, [ hized into Tialfs mountais

with that Marlin carbine=tut with Hornady

% new lonck, Just after sunrge ope day §

heard el gifting through the aspens. Flaying the wind, [ sased into the berd Suddenly
a ball gounded off, so dose his bellw seemed to ghake the trees! Only s gmall tanglk

geparated s, [ found 8 shet alley sod fired
wilted to the blast of nyy Maelin

Bome gay the L) gt adequate
luinters in oy state of Washington put it

just 8a the animal saw me At 19 yards ke

for eli, But s 1930 guevey of L300 Ik
ard the Al Remington ':-!'I e .3|.|-'|-'ﬂ.t

atop the popularity chart. Huonters who fire at game 400 yark off with a 306 can
hardly dismis the J3Fs greater puneh st 3

That Madin finished the ssasom with 8 nmnk deer and & pronghorn, at 155 and
16) yandk, The uext year [ picked up ansther Madin, & stainkas 336 in 308 Madin
i press, 8 vew Hornady cartrdge Ste 160k grmin ballet st 660 fpe slncet mstche
Winelester's . 3B, Zeroad at 55 yard, the 208 Madin Expres lands 3 mehe high
at 105} and 17 high at 200, At 3N it steikes BT joehes low, Thers if's still moving at
arer U fpe, towing 1400 foot-pomsds of evergy. Presore ander £L000 pei T man

aped to il 8 Mew Mexiss elk with that ir

aesighted rifle, still-hmting in else smrei

Dhave Emary waso't dove, In the next months be fashioned an even more potent

cartridee for the Marlin 1895 Based locgeby
starts

omn the S16 Steyr, the 238 Marin Erpres

8 N igrain bullet at 2065 fpg, seribing are lize that of & T erain SHE
bulkt to 300 yards Emerzy at 40K & nearly

wlentienl,

Marlin lever rfleg in SE ME and 234 ME heve disproved the potion that

--||h. balt gons deliver |l.-|||_=|:l-|.|,.'-= '|'l|-:|'i:<i--|.|. HI'UFIiIII_' Ty

':}I'\::. Balkmesdified [.l.'u'|:r-L| :_"_;'|..':i_-|_;'-_:|55__ L omiee
fired prove at a gong target the see of deer
vitals, vne shot ench at 0, 200 FEL 400,
1) and BX) yard, All stayed well within
the digk Wew holt-netion sporters wonlkd have
domie bether!

T

Mardin m 258 ME with a

The resilisnt polymer tip of
LEVERevolution bullsts gives tham
sleak form for flat fight and
leng-rangs punch—without
compremising safety in

the magazine.




e of the bret @nimak talen with
dmimmey, the pronghorn

A Marlnn st 160 vand,

'TI:-.- P i|- repairt His partoer ran ovep-the
rille with atrusde the day Defors
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The Hepburn Connection

Born in 1832, Lewis Hepburm built muzzle-
leading rifles in his own shop from 1855
until 1571, when he joined Remington
A fine shot as well as a prolific designer,
Lewis fired with the Creedmoor team to
beat the defending lrish
sharpshooters  in 1874,
He also developed the
Remington-Hephurn Mo, 3

smélm:.ﬁ:at breech.loading

rifle. Remm%tm's financial
criss in 1886 st Lewis to

Mailin, where he used his
considerable talent in the
desi and  manufacture
of the leveraction Models
1888, 1889, 1801, 1842,
1893, 1894, 1895 and 1897,
In January 1910, urn
slipped on ice and
his ]:ni It setused to heal
E-e , he lingered four
in August 1914,

A growing da:;ﬁ fior luguughmlght
rifles blessed the Hepburn-designed Model
1838, Chambered in 3220, 3840 and 44
40, with barrels of 16 to 44 inches, it was
available in many confipurations. The 24-
inch model held 16 rounds, weighed 6l
pounds, cost §18, Fewer than 5,000 were made
before Mardin dropped the 1538 in 1892, Iis
successor, Marlin's side-sjecting Model 1639,
was chamberad for the same Winchester
(WCF) cartridpes. The most popular version
wasa 44-40 (44 WCF) with 14inch octapon
basrel. But one customer ordered a 34-inch
barrel, and Madin built many 18595 with
short magazines and pistol grips. Take-downs
too. A saddlering carbine sported a 13- or
20.inch barrel This great rifle faded away in
1885, ei ars later, the last of its produc-
tion :I:'rnhgh;f?s,llﬂ left the . peod

Lewis L. Hepburn had another hit
with the Model 1891, Marlin's first successful
21 rimfive lever rifle. Sde ejection, easy
access bo the action, and exhibition shooti
by Annie Oakley sold this $18 rifle to the
walls A 32 rimfire version appeared in 1592,
with the same int ility of
md&mrrtammmﬂm'% i.fL&ELTEE..
And .32 centerfire rounds could be used by
changing the firing pin! In 1896, aftera pro-
duction run of 15,000, the Model 1991 pave
way to the 1892, The new rifle locked much
like its predecessor but had a better trigper
and a firing pin block to prevent accidental
discharge. Marlin produced more than 40,000
Model 18025, all in .22 and 32 rimfite. The
tifle was dropped in 1915,

Marlin Models 1393, 1894 and 1895
differed little in design from the 1892, but



they had bigger actions. The 1893 {$13.35
start) handled the .32-40.165 and . 38.55.255
cartridges. [ts stronger lock-up and twopiece
firing pin distineuished it from the Model
lﬁghmd version had a 26.4nch
round barrel marked for smokeless loads In
1905 the “Grade B* in 3240 and 3855
appeared. Stamped “For Black Powder,” it
mmtmﬂen}tﬁe “Special Smokeless Steel"
advertised by Marlin for its ather rifles then.
The Model 1893 remained in pf-:-duv;ti.-:rn
unitil 1917, when war d com:
ocities, [k came back in 1922, whent 3'3'

and .32 Special joined the list ddlambmngs.
The rifle remained alive but not always well

unitil 1936, ing only briefly between
192 and 1933,
The Model 1893's short-action coun-

terpart, the 1894, came in 2520, .32.20,
3840 and 4440, At $18, i featured a 24
inch round barrel and case-colored fictings.
The light carbine version, with half-
mapazine and 20-inch barmel in 4440, scaled
just 5k s Market pressures undescur
the price; in 1901 you could buy a standasd
model for $10.401

Marlin's Model 1895 wasa beated-up
1893, desipned for fatter cases. Initially bored
0. 3856, 40.65, 4570 and 45.00, it added
the 4070 and 33 WCF in 1807 and 1912,
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The take-down variation cost $3.50 more,
bnngmg]:uapdu:etnm Full-length

zines wete standard. Barrel lengths: l‘ﬂﬁl
inches in 2-inch increments, with a surcharpe
of $1 per inch beyond 32. Carbines wore

13- and 22-inch barrels. A li 1595,
in 33 WCE appeared in 1912, matching the
Carbine's weight at T4 pounds despite its

24-inch barrel
The success of Matlin’s take-down
rifles prompted the introduction of a .22 take-
down in 1897, It featured a thumbescrew on
the receiver that ed the action and
unlocked the barrel A bicycle version with
lé-inch barrel came with a leather-and-
canvas case you could strap to a bicycle’s
frame. The Maodel 1397 had a case-hardemed
teceiver, hammer, lever and ine cap.
A ]:ﬂJfamﬂg-.mrne appeared in 189%; 80 oo a
cutoft to improve dmi.mr]-
lmgth cartridges. T]:e Model ﬁ? expired
in 1914,

War, Swebilius and the 39

John Mahlon Madin died in 1901, leaving
sors Mahlon and John Howard in charge
of the firm. On May 16, 1910, Madin ac
quired 1deal Manutacturing, a Mew Haven
toolmaker whose products served hand.
loaders. Marlin stamped Ideal tools with

its name and added it to the popular Ideal
Handbook. Later Marlin sold the brand to
Phineas Talcott. Ideal was bought by the
Lyman Gun Sight yim 1925,
Marlin prospered in the years
to WWL In 1914 Car Gustaf Swebilius began
designing puns for the company. Born in
Swaden, Swebilius came to America in 1596
at age 1T I—]edr:]led]:aﬂelaﬁzﬁh-ia.ﬂm then
worked s toolmakee, Later as chief e
Swebilius hemr:ly influenced the design o
Marlin sporting arms. He worked for Win-
chester too. In 1926 he formed the High
Standasd Manufacturing ¥ to make
deep-hole drills, then five years later bought
the defunct Hartford Arms tobuild
High Seandard pistols. He died late in 1948,
After the Versailles Treaty, the Mas
linBockwell Corporation (frmed in 1916
to manutacture Automatic Rifles
to divest itself of holdings. July 23, 1921, the
]'-{arLﬂPi'earma C‘-:::p-:-::a]:nu:n.waa formed in
Madin-Rockwell. The
ﬁrdenpl:u:m &ﬁlﬂl recently acquired
by Marlin-Rodowell, was d to build
Marlin puns on HE&A designs, from revolvers

hmﬁmech shotpuna
Maslin Firearms Corposmtion
issued its fist catalog in 1922, when it

e T e




Ths 1886 was Marlin®s first rifls to chambar
long, big-bore oartridges like the 46-T0.

introduced the Model 39, a leveraction 22
based on the 1892 and 1897 rifles. With 24-
mv:hmtag-m]:aﬁdandadimm;me
at the bottom of its pistol prip, the Model 3
mﬂhﬂﬁj&kaﬁ:ﬁmhredqumktsk&
down and would teed mixed different-
cartridges interchangeably. In 193 Marli
eliminated a cut aft of the locking g, An
“I{E'mmbaeqlmtbuhummmfbﬂ
considered safe for d ammo. The
3% came in 1939, with a coil mainspring,
wound barrel, beefier forend. After WWII,
case coloring on the 39 receiver was replaced
by blued finish. This fine .22 is now the oldest
LL5. rifle aill in production!
Alas, neither the engineering
of Gus Swebilius nor John s
skills could keep the Marlin Firearms Cos-
ion from foreclnaure asa heavy mortpage,
back taxes, and steep re ization costs
owerran tepid post-war demand. February 4,
1924, a foreckosure j went to Charles
and Lillian Haskell owed $200,000 on Mardia

24w Fair Chase Fall 2012

for the same price.

E-um in New Haven Jume ZZ, 1674,
Frank Fenna, 5r, graduated from Yale's
School of Law and established a ice,
which he continmed until 1939, He started
his own advertising , dealt in meal
estate, helped orpanize the American Bank
and Trust y and served in the state
legiskature. Janmary 15, 1926, Kenna inooe

d the Marlin Fifeafmn any in

cticut, During the didn't
Eﬁkmﬂkddsrsﬁztﬂ:aihn. 'Fa'_h ferrad
stockholder who purchased four shares of
stock paid $100. He mceived a $51 shotgun
and $14 in dividends. His net investment on
each F100 was $34..."

In March 1929, frustrated rifle de-
signer Charles Newton d to Fenna
that Malin build his new bolt Rifle.

He offered to split the Kenna was a
ahuwdbaf@mﬁaph mﬂd to test the
market, accepting ck:p-:lmj:a for Leverbolt
ERifles. In 1932, Newtonis Leverbolt Comparny
solicited hunters. But in the depths of the
Depression, the advertising failed to penerate
the 500 orders Frank Kenna needad.

In 1937 the 11 percent Pittman-
Robertson firearms tax hlud d
pun-makers already strugpling with weak
demand. Fenna leased Marlin's idle plant
space, filling 39 boildings with 110 small
industries, some Fa‘,"mg as little as $15
modithly rent. In 15 years, Kenna lost just
FL759 in uncollected fands, while rent re-
ceipts totaled neady §2.5 million!

The Great 330
Mesrlin impeoved its Model 1893 in 1936,

Carbine
sokd in 1937 for
431 each. Later that year, the de

was shortened to Model 36. Although steel

buttplates were listed, apparently only had

rubber was provided, completing a change
that began with " rubber butt-
plates as options on 1559 rifles.

Business ing WW L Marlin

woul marufacture 50,000 Ml Garand and
314,000 M1 carbine barrels. Carl Swebilius
fashioned a submachine guﬁ,theU]}Il‘#l
While were built Stan-
daid,hmwpmﬂmed ore Eﬂﬂ |

Omm Parabellum. War in Forea drew cone
tracts for rifle barels and components for
20mm wi ted Orlikon
wmeﬁug]ﬂ the pmtmiglmiluutpu by
expanding Marlin's product line. Ramor blades
pot plenty of promotion. But the company
also sold cartridge belts, clay theowers
and Fed Head pun cases s shaving
cream, watch fobs, bicycles, whistles and
handeutts.

In December, 1947, Frank Kenra diad,
leaving the company to sons Roger and
Frank, Jr. assumed the yfurst,
Hed appfaﬂg‘ug:ed hegrmng% when
Marlin bought the Hunter Arms Company.
He'd tried to sve L.C. Smith, keeping the

on line until January 15, 1949 when
flood damage cu]h;ue-:] the FuJInnNT Er:-—

t:x‘y'aﬁmﬂn-:rc, machines
inko 3 faceway heTuwlﬁiﬁtb damage estimates

§75,000, the Ful closed.
g $500 b et

businessman. In 1952 he moved Marlin's
office to 715 Fifth Averue in New Yok, then
prew the Sears, Roebuck account by 50 pee-
cent. Roger died in Manch 1959, at just 49,
Frank, Jr., youngest of the five Kenna



Wayna killad this Wyaming bull with s
El-year-old, iren-sighted Marlin 238 in 32
Speoial. Ons Hornady bullst through the
lunigs at 130 yards was anough.

children, took over. A Marine in the Pacific
Theatre dmiﬂgm}ﬁmtmnadmmdf
mechanical en .His iceshi
mmﬂuhmﬁm Ty
[n 1948, when Marlin's Model 36 sold
for B61.45, it spawned the Model 336, This
quintessential deer rifle has become the firm's
l'up In 1953 Madin introduced *"Micmo-

ove” rifling to Ballasd-cut ¢

e macy naeon salow grooms, uckly
n'ma:l in wn‘h a carbide button,
delivered fine accuracy. Fimst priced ar $74,
the 336 sold briskly in 30 WCF (30300 Ik
tl'n'mdfmalmghmm 3151:-&&51 and
too, but struggled in 219
ﬁ ,HE'EPPEHTE:E made before
the ¢ lett the 3% in 1950,
mmagudmmd for this m%%m
that woodchuck hunters favored bole puna.
Marlin had one of those too, introduced in
1954, o a Sako action. The Maodel 322 in
211 Remington came with Sako's receiver
sight. A switch to slimmer, stainless barrels
prompted another label: the 412 Yarmint

King. Both rifles were by 1958 A b
bu?ﬁ:lultgu.ﬂm FM mﬁ mietal appea.g
in 1955 under Marlin's banner. Stocked by
Bishop, the Model 455 debuted in 30006,
The 308 and 270 were listed later, but cnoly
52 3085 came ot the line, and no 2705, The
455 died in 1959,
ing the 1950 Marlin tootted out
hammerless Models 56 and 57 lever.action
22 rifles. The &2, a variabion of the 56/57,
arrvived later in 256 Winchester and 30 Cae-
bine. It was designed also for the 22 Jet, but
no rifles were so chambered. The 1960s
brm,ght a spate of affordable rimfire rifles,
the boleaction Model 080 in 22
WMR, and a sinple-shot Model 122 Auto-Safe
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.22, both on the BIC action,
circa 1939 The economical
Auto-Safe failed to match
the appeal of Matlin's Tom
Mix ial, hawked to

for $595 in 1037
vod 1038, Marla declred
this “a sensational value™ at
“10 cents a day” Put the
Model 60 autoloader (19607
proved a hot seller. It re-

mains wildly popular.

Too many levers!
Mailiny  Glenfield  line,
introduced in 1964 to
vide chain stores “pﬁ
vanilla” wversions of the
populer 336 lever rifle,
survived until 1983, In 1963, }I{E:fl.iﬂ.}.'?'l
chambering the 336 in 44 Magnum. Atter
it came the 444 Marlin, .375 Winchester,
A5-70 and 356 Winchester. The 356, a
rmmed verson of the 35, was devel-
oped for Winchesters 94 Angle-Eject rifle,
introduced by LLS. Bepeati Fl.ﬂua. J"L
companon tound, the 307
malatedﬁxﬂ'm]ﬁhmlrahaﬂ]fﬂuf
prototype rifles were finished. Incidentally,
Angle-Bject Winchesters came nearly a
century after John Mahlon Marlin did away
with top ejection in his 1589 rifle. Scopes
didnt figure into his decision; keeping emp-
ties from the line of sight and dirt out of the
action probably did. cluuad;b:p:ec.&wer

also Eﬁﬂﬂd&dfmﬁm st
Myriad versions Tigthe Marlin 336
inchade carbines with full-length magazines

and straight grips, phus rifles with pistol grips
mdhslf-m%:mmdabmlnm as
24 inches. Cowboy in J0-30 and.
featurad an o barrel and Ballaed rifli
The Marauder, bui ﬂﬂl"iﬂlgﬁjﬂ:ﬂdﬁ
kad a 16%-inch barrel. The Texan (1954-33)
came in at least three variations, with and
without saddle ring. One of my favorites, the
336A rifle, with Z8.length magazine and
24-inch barrel, was manufactused from 1943
tnl?ﬂuIb-:ughta.JlSEeaalaecmd&a.ﬂd
and found it one of the smoothest lever puns
['ve ever used. Equipped with a receiver sight,
it helped me a fine Wyoming elk with
mbpuj‘itmﬁ?mch. Sl

In the mid-60s, Marlin announced
the 444 Marlin cartridge and a rifle to fire
it. The Model 444 (1965-71) had a strai
grip, a 2f3 magazine, a 24-inch barrel in
Marlin. Initially lmdad with a in 44
Mapowm bullet ar 2400 fpe, the 444 later
featured 265-prain bullets of preater sectional
density. Sporting (1inch barrel), Cuthtter
(18%inch) and XLR (24-inch) rifles came in
1964, 1999 and 2006,

In 1980 Marlin operations moved to
a plant in North Haven, and within three
Vears anElM-:ldel 1895 debuted, patterned
after the It came with cut rifling—
suitable for cast bullets—and straight-grip
stock. Subsequent chanpes included a pistol
grip stock, Microgroove rifling, A cross-bolt
hammer-block safety appeared on Marlin's
c&ta’cmta‘ﬁrehern.ﬂguﬂ Cut check-
ame standard in 1994, The 1895G
Gﬁeﬂm with 18%-inch ported barrel and
Ut i arrived in 1998, The porting was
later d. An identically mnﬁgmed
1805M in 450 Marlin followed in 2000 The
1895 Cowboy in 45-70 joined the series a
kater, with a 26-inch barmel and
year il octagon
Meamwhile, Marlin had trotted out a
modermn short-action Model 1594, b-egl.m'ung

in 1969 with aal:mghbﬁp
(2inch barrel). Other ¢ mbermgﬂcame

later, from 357 and 41 Magowms ta the J2-20
in a traditional Carbine ). Marlin began
offering stainles versions of the 1894, 1895
and 336 between 2000 and 2002, Owver the
last 40 yeass, the company's lever-action line
has welcomed many new entries—and lost
many others. CHC rnenerically
controlled) machining made minor
changes economical, so Marlin and other
gun makers can feed the insatiable demand
fl:l:[:n.l!l' duct. For an overview of ecent
ukn:ﬂ:eEh-eEmi:dGun\"dua

The 33 edition bas 2,432 p
[ 2000, h'h:h:nbuughtﬁlllﬂﬁ,ﬂm

& maker of s

acquiition would lstﬁbnﬂg
beeech Pardner and Handi-
Bifles to Madin's stable. Maslin has since
underpone big structural . Lonp a tamily-
heldcun;;iardd:eph h‘rFraElKa‘ma
I froen 1998 to 2007, it was by Rem-
ington Arms in December 2007, after
Remington sold to The Freedom
irovestment consortinm. By April, 2008,
ington had announced closure of H&R's
Gardner, Massachusetts plant. Two years later
Maidin's Horth Hmren&r:mwanahmrlﬁr
shut-down. Production moved to the
ton facility at [lion, Mew Yok, The Freedom

Geoup has buought BEL DPMS, Markin and

wordd's

Marlin lever guns appeal to me more
with each FEME£ [t's not just nostalgia.
Their quick pointing and easy cycling, their
power and accuracy—these assets are truly
practical. Still, if the lean carnivorous lines
of a traditional lever-action don't jack your
pulua, if you can dismiss its taut, solid waist
in your hand, that eager, predatory spring
to your chesk—avell, you'd beat check your
pulse again! =



	FCFall-Pages18-26
	FCFall-Pages18-262
	FCFall-Pages18-263
	FCFall-Pages18-264
	FCFall-Pages18-265
	FCFall-Pages18-266
	FCFall-Pages18-267
	FCFall-Pages18-269

